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Library Automation and MSSA Survey
I get many questions every year is about library automation.  To help answer this, I update a list of school automation venders and include it in the Library Standards information on the MSSA website.  
This year I decided to do something a little different, while I did update the automation list for small schools, I conducted a survey all MSSA schools and their automation programs with school contact information for additional information to share with MSSA membership. I am hoping that this effort will show MSSA membership what automation packages are in various schools and provide a contact person to give the ins and outs of that system for fellow rural teachers.

An Important tip to keep in mind when thinking of automating your library:  It will always save time and money to weed the collection before automating it.

I. Library Automation, more commonly referred to as library management or Integrated Library Software Top Systems Recommendations for K-12 Libraries
[bookmark: _Hlk44932929]Wouldn’t it be great if MSSA Library Standards participants could know what library systems their fellow rural teachers use?  Wouldn’t it also be great to be able to pick their brains about automating a K-12 library?  The above survey results will make this possible and will be shared at the August Meetings.

Survey of Library Automation systems used by MSSA participants
	MSSA Library Automation Survey 2020

	Lib. Automation System
	Contact Person
	School
	City
	Contact Email

	Follet Library System
	Diane Downey
	Yaak School Dist. #24
	Troy
	schoolclerk@yaakschool.org

	Follet Library System
	Erin Lipkind
	Sunset Elementary Schools 
	Greenough
	elipkind@missoulacounty.us

	Follet Library System
	Erin Lipkind
	Swan Valley School 
	Condon
	elipkind@missoulacounty.us

	Switching from Alexandria to Follett
	Erin Lipkind
	DeSmet School
	Missoula
	elipkind@missoulacounty.us

	Follett Library system
	Tammy Bartos,
	Creston School District #9
	Kalispell
	districtclerk@montanasky.net

	Follett Library system
	Cinda Self
	Arrowhead Elem. Dist. #75
	Pray
	cself@arrowheadk8.org 

	Libib app
	Brandy Shaffer
	East Malta Colony School 
	Malta
	bshaffer.hlp.mt@gmail.com 

	Libib app
	Chateau Van Voast
	North Harlem Elementary 
	Harlen
	chateau.christensen.cc@gmail.com 

	Collectors.com
	Linda Wombolt 
	
	
	linda.wombolt@gmail.com 

	ResourceMate
	Carol Christensen 
	Hinsdale Public School
	
	cchristensen@hinsdale.k12.mt.us 

	Mandarin Library Automation 
	Laurie Job
	Valley Christian School 
	Missoula
	laurie.job@valleychristian.org



II. An Overview of Library Automation which is more commonly referred to as library management or Integrated Library Systems

Library Automation now more commonly called ILS integrated library system or ILM library management system are enterprise resource planning for a library, used to track items owned, orders made, bills paid, and patrons who have borrowed. An ILS usually comprises a relational database, software to interact with that database, and two graphical user interfaces (one for patrons, one for staff). Most ILSes separate software functions into discrete programs called modules, each of them integrated with a unified interface. 
Examples of modules might include:
· acquisitions (ordering, receiving, and invoicing materials)
· cataloging (classifying and indexing materials)
· circulation (lending materials to patrons and receiving them back)
· serials (tracking magazine, journals, and newspaper holdings)
· online public access catalog or OPAC (public user interface)
Each patron and item have a unique ID in the database that allows the ILS to track its activity
2010s–present: the rise of cloud-based solutions
The use of cloud-based library management systems has increased drastically since the rise of cloud technology started.
Many modern cloud-based solutions allow automated cataloging by scanning a book's ISBN.
Software, Distributed software vs. web service
Library computer systems tend to fall into two categories of software:
· that purchased on a perpetual license
· that purchased as a subscription service.
With distributed software the customer can choose to self-install or to have the system installed by the vendor on their own hardware. The customer can be responsible for the operation and maintenance of the application and the data, or the customer can choose to be supported by the vendor with an annual maintenance contract. Some vendors charge for upgrades to the software. Customers who subscribe to a web (hosted) service upload data to the vendor's remote server through the Internet and may pay a periodic fee to access their data.
Data entry assistance based on ISBN
Many applications can reduce a major portion of manual data entry by populating data fields based upon the entered ISBN using MARC standards technology via the Internet.
Bar code scanning and printing
With most software, users can eliminate some manual entry by using a bar-code scanner. Some software is designed, or can be extended with an additional module, to integrate scanner functionality. Most software vendors provide some type of scanner integration, and some print bar-code labels.
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Integrated_library_system

III. Top Library Management Systems
A. Library Management Systems Specific to K-12 Libraries Arranged by Market Share
Library Systems Report 2019 | American Libraries Magazine
School libraries
Libraries in pre-K through grade 12 schools represent a major component of the industry, though some schools and districts may not operate traditional libraries. The economy of a school library is distinctive, with sales measured in higher increments than other sectors, consistent with the proportion of schools to public or academic libraries. A sale to a school district may include hundreds of individual schools. While district-wide sales are lucrative, the sales value per school library served is modest.
Follett School Solutions dominates the pre-K through grade 12 library sector and continues to increase its penetration of products in aspects of the school or district beyond the library. Follett states that 23 of the 25 largest school districts in the US have selected Destiny.  Destiny dominates the US public school library market to an extent unmatched in any other sector—its market share is five times that of its nearest competitor. And Follett’s economic weight extends beyond library systems. It’s a significant supplier of content products for libraries, for the classroom curriculum, and for student information systems for district administration. In 2018 Follett also launched its Classroom Ready Collections, a wide range of learning materials through a body of curated open educational resources, all searchable through Destiny. Follett School Solutions is a business division of Follett Corporation, a large, diversified business with about $3.6 billion in annual revenue.
Mandarin Library Automation develops library automation systems primarily used by school libraries but also by other types of small libraries. The current version, Mandarin M5, is offered as software for local installation and as a hosted service. Like other vendors, the company emphasizes its hosted service. In 2018, 344 libraries signed contracts for Mandarin M5 as a hosted service and only eight as local software. Installations for Mandarin M5 hosted service totaled 1,533, with 695 continuing to use the locally installed version. The company reported that 1,570 libraries continue to use Mandarin M3. Recent developments include a new web-based reports module. The company employs 23 individuals, down considerably from its 2014 peak of 38.
Media Flex has developed the web-based OPALS ILS, primarily used by school libraries and other types of small libraries. The software has been released under an open source license, though Media Flex exclusively develops it. This contrasts with other open source applications such as Koha, where a broad community of stakeholders participates in its development. OPALS has been implemented by many schools and school districts. It is also offered through the Boards of Cooperative Educational Services (BOCES) organization, which provides automation systems for school districts in New York. In these cases, BOCES and Media Flex collaborate to provide services and support for OPALS. Recent developments for OPALS include implementation of HTTPS encryption, improved Americans with Disabilities Act compatibility, and functionality for management of physical assets such as multimedia devices and IT equipment. Media Flex employs 18 people.
Book Systems had a very strong sales year in 2018, with 145 contracts representing 235 library facilities. Of these, 67 were to public libraries totaling 122 branches. The company’s customer base is divided among school libraries, small public libraries and small academics.
Axiell, based in Sweden, is a large and well-established provider of technology products, digital content, and other services to libraries, museums, and archives. The company’s public library and education division manages its products for public and school libraries. As a result of a string of acquisitions in 2007, Axiell accumulated a roster of ILS products used in specific countries. In recent years, the company reduced its slate of active systems to WeLib for schools. 

B. Integrated Library Systems Arranged by Free Open Source 
The Best 8 Free and Open Source Library Management Software Solutions
Open-source software (OSS) is computer software with its source code made available with a license in which the copyright holder provides the rights to study, change, and distribute the software to anyone and for any purpose. Open-source software may be developed in a collaborative public manner. Open-source software is the most prominent example of open-source development. https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Open-source_software#:~:text=Open-source%20software%20%28OSS%29%20is%20computer%20software%20with%20its,is%20the%20most%20prominent%20example%20of%20open-source%20development. 

Best 8 Free & Open Source Library Management Software ...

1. Koha
2. Evergreen
3. BiblioteQ
4. OpenBiblio
5. Invenio
6. PMB
7. OPALS
8. NewGenLib
9. CodeAchi
10. LIBRARIAN

The Eight LMS Voted Best Open Source Solutions
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[image: ]
C.  Top Library Management Systems Arranged by Peer Review
Top Library Auto Systems - capterra.com Search and Compare Library Software
Surpass
Alexandria
Genesis G4
CodeAchi Library Management...System
Oliver v5
Destiny Library Manager   Follett
Mandarin
ResourceMate
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